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TEACHING PHILOSOPHY 

 

A good teaching philosophy is one that has for its foundation sound pedagogical 

practices, followed by practical, real-world application. Over the last ten years, my 

philosophy has been honed through and by my experiences as a theatre professor. I have 

taught in many colleges and universities, striving to foster an exciting, engaging, and 

provoking learning environment while differentiating instruction for the diverse, wide 

spectrum of students I teach every semester. I have had numerous opportunities to 

continue to develop and explore my philosophy, whether in the classroom as a professor or 

in rehearsal as a professional director. 

 

I believe that effective education is comprised of two necessary and complementary 

elements: strong content knowledge and the ability to communicate that content to 

students. A teaching philosophy is only an abstract unless put into actual practice. Thus, 

my teaching philosophy is exemplified in three ways: rooted in core values, the development 

of artistic goals, and a pursuit of those goals with a clear and cogent methodology. 

 

The core values of my philosophy are rooted in 21st Century Learning Skills – 

collaboration, creativity, communication, and critical thinking, skills that are inherent in 

the theatre. I am committed to an inclusive classroom, with an eye to creating and 

maintaining a safe environment for all learners. As a director, I have a sincere passion for 

clear and well-executed storytelling; I do my best to communicate this to my students. I 

encourage them to partake in local and regional theatre and in college, community, and 

professional theatre as a way to continue to develop as articulate, concise theatre makers 

who can appreciate the art of storytelling. 

 

With respect to the development of artistic goals, I feel that it is important for 

students to understand that art requires a creator and an observer and that art is the 

application of humanity and nature and is seen when a creator shapes a concept into a form 

stimulating the senses and emotions of the observer. From there, it is my goal to facilitate a 

learning environment in which students learn the value of theatre as an expression of the 

human experience. When engaging with a piece of theatre, students will learn that theatre 

can be a conduit for the non-literal, the unspeakable, and the indescribable, experiencing it 

as either a creator, an observer, or both. It is important to me that students understand 

that theatre has long been the foremost expression of the human experience for over the 

last 2,500 years – and continues to be poignant, relevant, and necessary today for any 

society or culture to express themselves. 

 



 

In order to pursue the abovementioned artistic goals, it is essential that I approach 

our work with a clear and cogent methodology. This includes creating a safe, comfortable 

learning environment; providing topical, engaging lectures and discussions that are 

sensitive to the backgrounds, orientations, races, ethnicities, and identities of the students; 

providing clear course descriptions with accompanying student learning outcomes, 

including a clear course schedule, course expectations, and grading information. Each 

course will have a set of benchmarks that are scaffold in such a way that the final project 

will be a synthesis of the entire course. 

 

I believe in developing students as storytellers – as actors, as directors, as designers; 

as observers and as creators. I also believe in professional development and know that one 

of my strengths is my ability to bring fresh, relevant experiences into my classrooms as I 

continue professional theatrical work. These experiences assist in maintaining safe, 

comfortable learning environments – students understand that my philosophy is a living, 

breathing, working thing rather than an abstract arrangement of ideas. 

 

 

 


